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Address: 1955 Bridge Road 


Historic Name: Webb - Cheever House 
Center Meetinghouse Parsonage 


Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: two-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1720, ca. 1790 
Source: local history, visual analysis 
Style/Form: Federal/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: unknown 
Exterior Material: 


; Foundation: brick 
View from NE 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Locus Map (north at top) 
: — Roof: asphalt shingle 


} 
\ 


Jemima Pond 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn, mid 20" c. 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
none 


Condition: good 

Moved: no] yes] Date: 

Acreage: 1.098 

Setting: The property is located on a historic road among 


other 18"- and 19'*-century houses. More recently, large 
: lots have been subdivided with the addition of mid-20th- 


Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer century dwellings. 


Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 
Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 
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[x] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Webb — Cheever House, or the Center Meetinghouse Parsonage, is a one-story wood frame single dwelling of the Cape 
Cod type with a center-chimney plan. Its outward appearance does not immediate associate It with the 1720s, which is the 
construction date local historians have applied to it; rather, the design seems more appropriate to the late 1700s. A well- 
documented history suggests that there was a dwelling here in 1720, but if it survives, it may be partially. contained in the 
present building; only an interior examination of construction features will resolve the matter. An imbalance in the arrangement of 
the five-bay front fagade suggests that the entrance, two windows and chimney on the south side of the house may represent 
the dimensions of an early-18'"-century dwelling built for Rev. Benjamin Wade, with the rest being an addition made later for 
Rev. Edward Cheever. In the early 1800s, it is known to have contained two living units. 


As it survives today, the reflects the stage center-chimney houses on Cape Cod had assumed at the turn of the 19" century. A 
five-bay front fagade is balanced on a central doorway and transom with eaves tight to the walls. End walls have two windows on 
the first story, relating to separate rooms within, and a pair of windows in the gable flanked by small windows for spaces tucked 
under the eaves. A long, one-story kitchen wing with a cross-gable roof is appended to the rear in the manner popular in the 
period. 


The house is situated near the center of a square, one-acre lot bounded on the east by the road and the west by the railroad 
right-of-way. The plot is landscaped with lawns and specimen trees and contains two outbuildings, a barn with a steep gable roof 
erected in the mid-1900s and a small pavilion. A driveway enters the south end of the frontage and runs to the rear of the lot. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Local historians have not determined when Bridge Road was laid out between King’s Highway and Rock Harbor, but some form 
of the road was probably in place from the mid-seventeenth century, and it appears on the 1795 Josiah Rogers map of the town. 
Rock Harbor in Orleans was a significant port in the packet trade to and from Boston, Salem, Maine, and the Canadian maritime 
provinces, and the shore west of where Bridge Road takes its turn to the north was the site of numerous saltworks until the mid- 
1800s. When the salt industry disappeared after 1840, houses to process and store fish taken in weirs in Cape Cod Bay 
replaced them. The northern part of the road was created in 1837, when the first bridge from which the road took its name was 
built over Boat Meadow Creek. The road connected with Samoset Road and at last connected Rock Harbor to Eastham center. 
Houses at this northern end of the road, built as they were close to the center of town, predate this extension. 


In 1715 Eastham proprietors laid out “for the use of the ministry” three parcels in the south, center, and north parts of town. 
Town land records describe the central parcel as seventeen acres “toward the southeasterly part of the herring-pond,” which 
places it on the west side of Bridge Road, and in 1718 the town appropriated funds to build a sanctuary there, which by 1720 
became the town’s third Congregational meetinghouse. In that year Benjamin Webb, son of Benjamin and Susanna Ballantine 
Webb of Braintree and a 1715 Harvard College graduated, accepted a call to be minister of this church; in that year he married 
Mehitable Williams of Taunton, and their son Benjamin was born in Eastham in 1721. According to Eastham historian Alice 
Lowe, the parsonage at what is now numbered 1955 Bridge Road was built the same year. The arrangement between Eastham 
and its ministers is attested by Joseph Crocker’s 1739 acceptance to fill the pulpit in the town’s south precinct meetinghouse: 


| accept of the salary and settlement, as by your vote for my settlement, a suitable dwelling-house built, and a 
parcel of land procured to set it upon, in some suitable place; such a parcel of land and such a dwelling-house as 
was built and procured for a settled for Mr. Osborn and Mr. Webb; and to be given to me and my heirs and 
assigns for ever... . And... while | remain your minister, besides the improvement of all the ministerial lands and 
meadows, or sedge ground , laid out for the use of the ministry in the southerly part of your precinct, | expect that 
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you will yearly and every year, find, cut, and cart to my door, a sufficient quantity of wood for my own and for my 
family’s yearly use; also, pay me annually the same salary that is paid to the Rev. Benjamin Webb, viz. £90." 


Benjamin Webb and his wife Mehitable had four children—Benjamin, Mary, and Thomas in Eastham between 1721 and 1726 
and Barnabas, who was born in Boston in 1729 and was working as a silversmith in Boston by 1750.2 The Webbs remained at 
1955 Bridge Road until Benjamin Webb died in 1746. The town arranged to pay his widow thirty pounds and firewood for one 
year if she would board the new minister, Deacon Samuel Freeman, and she apparently remained in the house until 1751, when 
Freeman was replaced by the Rev. Edward Cheever (in deeds often spelled Chever). Probably at that point Mehitable Webb 
moved to the Boston home of her son Barnabas, where she died in 1789. 


Born in Lynn in 1717, Edward Cheever graduated Harvard in 1737 and married Martha Wigglesworth of Ipswich in 1739. He was 
ordained pastor at the Third Church of Lynn in 1739 and occupied its pulpit until 1747. Cheever was minister at the Bridge Road 
Congregational church for forty-three years. His wife died in Eastham in 1783 and is buried at the adjacent cemetery, and in 
1788 he married Dorcas Cook of Eastham. Edward and Dorcas Cheever are listed in the 1790 federal census for Eastham next 
to Heman Doane (1800 Bridge Road, EST.61). Cheever died after forty-three years of ministerial service in 1794, and his will left 
nearly everything to his wife. She was given use of the house, barn, orchard, mill, yards, and outbuildings for the rest of her life 
as well as a 6-to-7-acre parcel adjacent to the Herring Pond burial ground and across from Heman Doane’s house, salt march 
and woodland parcels, his “easy chair,” six leather-bottomed chairs, six mahogany chairs, the “new looking glass,” his “great 
Bible” and whatever other books she wanted, his horse and chaise, two cows, half of the sheep, pigs, and poultry he kept, all his 
stored meat and grain, and all of his hay and fodder. His son Samuel received a third of the personal property and half of the 
real estate after his wife’s death, and his married daughter Martha Atwood received two-thirds of the personal estate and the 
other half of the real estate. 


The 1800 census lists his Dorcas Cheever with one other older female in the household. Between September 1808 and March 
1809, in three separate deeds, Cheever, her daughter Martha, and a Vermonter to whom son Samuel had sold his share each 
transferred title to Edward Cheever’s real estate to Thomas Crosby; he paid in all $380 for it.? Born in Harwich in 1778, Thomas 
Crosby married Patty Rogers of that town in 1799, and the 1810 Eastham census lists in a household with six children. By 1820, 
however, Thomas Crosby had died, and Patty Crosby is shown in the federal census that year in a household of eight persons. 
In 1822 she and Samuel Knowles, the administrators of Thomas Crosby’s estate, sold “a small tenement lot, together with a 
small house,” to Dorcas Cheever for $31 and the half of the 1955 Bridge Road house not set off to the widow, along with the real 
estate, the store or shop, and two-thirds of the “house yard” and barn, to Timothy Cole. When Patty Crosby died her dower 
share was to revert to Cole.* Timothy Cole was enumerated just before Heman Doane in the 1838 census, but he no longer 
occupied the property and might have lost it, for in 1838 Noah Doane, who had married Thomas and Patty Crosby’s daughter 
Caroline in 1821, sold Cole’s northern half of the house and all the real estate to Joshua W. Nickerson, with the stipulation that 
Patty Crosby’s part of the house would revert to Nickerson upon her death.® No record of her death in Eastham or elsewhere in 
Massachusetts has yet been found. 


Born about 1805, Joshua Walker Nickerson was the son of Uriah and Deborah Cook Nickerson. In 1830 he married Mercy A. 
Walker, a daughter of Peter and Abigail Brown Walker, and the 1840 Eastham census lists him in a household of six persons. In 
1850 he was a farmer with $511 in real property, and in this household were his wife and their seven children—Joshua, Sarah 
H., Laura M., William H., John D. (shown as George D. in this census), Hannah, and Mercy—born between 1832 and 1846. The 
agricultural schedules for that year credit him with 40 acres and the usual, for Eastham, modest amount of livestock. Nickerson 
is credited with $1000 in real property in the 1860 census, and his farm included 29 improved and three unimproved acres. 


1 Eastham Land Records 1711-1745, 125, Eastham Public Library; Joseph Crocker to the Inhabitants of the South Precinct in Eastham, 14 
August 1739, transcribed in Enoch Pratt, A Comprehensive History, Ecclesiastical and Civil, of Eastham, Wellfleet and Orleans, County of 
Barnstable, Mass. from 1644 to 1844 (Yarmouth, Mass.: W. S. Fisher and Co, 1844), 65-66. 
2 Son Barnabas was born in Boston, but the older children—Benjamin, Mary, and Thomas—were born in Eastham in 1721, 1724, and 1726. 
On the center meetinghouse and parsonage see Alice Albert Lowe, Nauset on Cape Cod: A History of Eastham (Falmouth, MA: Eastham 
Historical Society, 1968), 76, 79. 
3 Abraham H Knight, Hartland VT, to Thomas Crosby, 27 Sept 1808, BCD 999041:96 (citing his deed from Samuel Chever of 2 March 1808); 
Martha Atwood to Thomas Crosby, 1 January 1809, BCD 999041:95; Dorcas Cheever to Thomas Crosby, 18 March 1809, BCD 999041:94. 
4 Polly Crosby and Samuel Knowles, administrators estate Thomas Crosby, to Dorcas Chever, 2 March 1822, BCD 6:126; Patty Crosby and 
Samuel Knowles, administrators estate Thomas Crosby, 2 March 1822, BCD 999041:59. The latter deed split the house at the front door, 
through the middle of the chimney andkitchen fireplace, and then to the shop door, it being the north side. 
5 Noah Doane to Joshua W. Nickerson, 14 July 1838, BCD 23:89. 
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Joshua Nickerson died in March 1868, and the property remained in the family; it may have been rented for time, as Mercy 
Walker Nickerson is not listed in the 1870 census, but by 1880 she was living at 1955 Bridge Road with her son William, a 
fisherman, and his wife, Wellfleet native Theodora V. Brown. She died in Eastham in September 1881. Son John D. was living 
and working as a fish dealer in Boston when he married Mary Crosten in 1878, and the Yarmouth Register noted in 1887 that he 
planned “to occupy Joshua Nickerson’s place as a summer residence.” It seems clear, however, that his brother William lived 
there year-round. In 1900 he was still farming and living there with his wife and a servant; the 1905 map attaches his name to 
the house. Theodora Brown Nickerson died in 1901, and in 1910 William Nickerson, by then a weir fisherman, shared 1955 
Bridge Road with his widowed sister Sarah Oliver. In November 1911 Sarah went to spend Thanksgiving with her brother John 
D. Nickerson in Somerville, and she died there in March 1912. 


In 1912 John D. Nickerson spent one month of the summer with his widowed brother at the Bridge Road house, and in 1915 
William H. Nickerson died at the age of seventy-four. His brother John was his executor and might have been living in the house 
year-round by 1920, when the Cape newspapers state he was “of Eastham.” In 1915 his daughter Edna Davis Nickerson, born 
in Somerville in 1890, married Prince Harding Hurd, the son of Luther and Clementine Higgins Hurd of Eastham, and they and 
their children living in Eastham in 1919 and through most of the 1920s spent parts of the summer with her father at this house 
and with other relatives on the Cape. By 1929 Hurd, who had worked as an accountant for Ames Plow Company in Boston and 
a Rochester, New Hampshire, textile mill, was working as an accounted and living in Eastham with his father-in-law in 1929. In 
the same year John D. Nickerson attracted the attention of a reporter because of his age and his 30-acre farm, part of which he 
used to grown asparagus. “Tell ‘em I'll be cutting tips at 90,” Nickerson, then eighty-six, told the journalist. But in August 1929 he 
died while trying to put out a grass fire, believed to have been started by sparks from a locomotive passing on the tracks that ran 
between Herring Pond and his house lot. “Mr Nickerson was the last of a family of five children, all born in the house where he 
lived at the time of his death,” the Yarmouth Register reported. “As a boy, he went to sea, and later was employed for 30 years 
by Brown & Seavey, fish merchants, doing business on Atlantic avenue, Boston. He retired several years ago, and about 15 
years ago returned to his old home in this town, where he lived since.” A Boston newspaper noted that Nickerson was “long 
prominent in the wholesale fish business in Boston.”6 


The 1930 census shows Prince Hurd, his wife Edna, their children Brooks, Hope, and Prince Jr., and a housekeeper at 1955 
Bridge Road. Boston directories list him as an accountant living in Eastham. Tax records for 1937 credit Edna Nickerson Hurd 
with a house valued at $1800, a barn and shed at $400, an outbuilding, poultry house, and barber shop valued together at $80, 
an 11-acre homestead lot, and more than 80 acres elsewhere in town. The 1940 census shows the Hurds with $2500 in real 
property, and by 1942 Prince Hurd he was working for the Boston firm Stewart, Watts and Bollong. In 1947 the town taxed Edna 
Hurd on the house valued at $2200, the barn at $400, an outbuilding, a homestead lot of 14.1 acres and ten other parcels; her 
husband, individually and with his sons and others, owned other parcels. 


Edna Nickerson Hurd died in 1950, and in 1954 her children deeded 1955 Bridge Road on a 6.33-acre parcel to their father, who 
laid out a 20-lot subdivision on both sides of Bridge Road that included the homestead on 47,900 square feet. Prince Harding 
Hurd died in 1957.’ In 1962 the Hurd children sold the property to Audrey Holmes Nickerson of Orleans and her sister Ellen 
Holmes Edgar of Fort Lauderdale, Florida.® The sisters were daughters of Richard Charles Nickerson (1920-2008) and his wife 
Audrey Homes (1923-2017); their father was an Eastham native and the son of Herbert Doane Nickerson Jr. of 20 Bridge Street. 
They sold the property less than three months later to Earl E. and Kathryn J. Welch of Madison, New Jersey, who owned it until 
their deaths. In 1997 their executors sold 1955 Bridge Road to Martin F. and Susan J. McDonald of Richboro, Pennsylvania, the 
owners of record in 2020.° 


® Yarmouth Register, 18 May 1929, 4; “Eastham: Dies Fighting Fire,” ibid., 31 August 1929, 7, Boston Globe, 23 August 1929, 4. 
7 Brooks H. Hurd, Columbus OH; Hope Hurd, Rochester NH; Prince H. Hurd Jr., Eastham, to Prince H. Hurd, 29 November 1954, BCD 
892:395 
8 Hope Hurd, Raynham MA, and Prince H. Hurd Jr. to Audrey Holmes Nickerson and Ellen Holmes Edgar, 7 April 1962, BCD 1152:479; 
Brooks H. Hurd, Columbus OH, to Audrey Holmes Nickerson, Orleans, and Ellen Holmes Edgar, Fort Lauderdale FL, 16 August 1962, BCD 
1170:223. 
° Audrey Holmes Nickerson, Orleans, and Ellen Holmes Edgar, Fort Lauderdale FL, to Earl E. and Kathryn J. Welch, Madison NJ, 8 November 
1962, BCD 1179:554; Barbara W. Valk and Cynthia W. Weaver, Madison NJ, individually and as executors will Kathryn J. Welch and will Earl 
E. Welch, to Martin F. and Susan J. McDonald, Richboro PA, 3 October 1997, BCD 11011:280; Martin F. and Susan J. McDonald, 1955 Bridge 
Road, to Martin F. and Susan J. McDonald, 2 July 2003, BCD 17201:2. See also “Nickerson Heights: A Subdivision in Eastham Mass. 
Surveyed for Prince H. Hurd,” September 1955, BCP 124:15. 
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Fig.1: Plan of lots for Nickerson Heights for Prince H. Hurd, 1955 (BCP 124:15). The house at 1955 


Bridge R. is located on Lot 7. The lots along Bridge Street remained at their designed size, but the 
lots along Homestead and Highland Roads are now larger. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from NE. 
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[Delete this page if no Criteria Statement is prepared] 


National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


Check all that apply: 
XX] Individually eligible [_] Eligible only in a historic district 


_] Contributing to a potential historic district _] Potential historic district 


Criterias [KK] A [|] B xc ED 


Criteria Considerations: [|] A [E] B EJIC EJ D [—] E ~J F [1] G 


Statement of Significance by Neil Larson 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


The Webb - Cheever House (Center Meetinghouse Parsonage), a Cape Cod type dwelling built in two stages 
between ca. 1720 and ca. 1798, appears to be significant under National Register Criterion C as a distinctive 
example of 18""-century domestic architecture in the Town of Eastham. In form, plan and massing, the house 
embodies an evolutionary stage of the traditional New England center-chimney plan as it was expressed at the 
turn of the 19" century on Cape Cod. The house retains its one-story scale, gable roof free of dormers, center 
chimney, and a five-bay center entrance front fagade, which developed from an earlier side-lobby plan (2/3 Cape) 
dwelling. The plan of the house includes a rear kitchen wing that also became popular at the turn of the 19" 
century. The property is also significant under Criterion A for its association as a parsonage for the Center 
Meetinghouse, one of three church areas established in Eastham in 1715. Two of its first ministers, Benjamin 
Webb and Edward Cheever, resided in the house, after which the property transitioned to secular ownership. 
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